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CONSIDERATIONS 
touching the new Contract for 
ToBACCo. 


As the ſame hath been propounded 
by Maifter Ditchfield, and other 


vndettakers. 


there are two principall qualitics thought moſt 
conliderable, Iuſtice and Prokt : For actions 
vniuſt want the bleſſing of God : and vnconcionable 
dammape drawes on the complaints and murmures 
of men 
The former Contra for Tobacco , having ben diſ- 
folued by the Lords,as not being bencficta!l ro the 
Plantations : it was hoped and expected that a new 
Contra to ſucceede in planting thereof, ſhould 
haue reieRed the former errors,and ben wholly bent 
to the comfort of the now languiſhing Colonyes : Bur 
the ſame hauing bea caken intro the careful! conſide- 
ration of ſundry perſons, well willer to the plantati. 
ons, and many faRions now partially affected, who 
neither had any hand as furthering the former Con- 
tract; nor came with any preiudice againſt this latter 
when it was firſt broached.It hath appeared vntothe 
ſo full of all kinds of vniuſtice both to the Adven- 


turers-and planters, and ſo bent to the certaine and 
A's: -- ſud- 


T: all contra&s, cſpecially of ſo publique nature, 


(2) 
ſuddaine ruine of the plantations, that they haue 
thought themſelues bound both in dutie and con- 
ſcience to deliuer theſe Reaſoas inſuing againſt it. 
Thenew Contratt therefore, as it hath ben acli- 
wered by parts jn the mecting, wee conceiut to be theſe* 
'1 That the To. acco being henceforth to be made 
all in roule, rwo hundred thowſand weight thereof 
ſhall be taken off by the Contractors and no more,at 
two ſhillings toure pence the beſt ſort, and 16. pence 
the other: and one third to be payd for itin hand, 
the other two thirds at 6 and 6 Monthes. 

2 That the King ſhall haue yearely 10000 pound 
certeine rent, andthat 5009 pounds more ſhall be 
beſtowed vpon the plantations 

3- Tharfor the third yeare,the Planter ſhall haue 
two ſhillings 4 pence, and three ſhillings if their be 
profite,& 250000.weight taken off;& the King ſha!! 
haue 15000. pounds, & 5000. to the Plantation. 

4- That all the Tobacco of the plantation [hall be 
brought to the port of Londen, and if more doe 
come then 209090. the ContraRters to take out of 
the whole what they will, & then to ſhip out the reſt 
into Twrkey & he bound not to bring it in againe,nor 
totcll it to any that are like to doe ſo. 

Reaſ1ms againſt this Contratt, 
the whole whit they will, and then we ſhall ſhift out 
the reſt into Tarkey, and be bound not to bring ir 
In againe, nor to ſell it to any that is like to doe ſo. 

It ſeemeth very hard that theſe Colonies in this 
their Infancie, ſhould haue worſe conditions im- 
poſed vpon them for their Marchandize, then any 
other to our knowledge in the world , for their 
| goods 


\ + - 
goods being their owae, and they borne for ſubie&s 
they ſhall be commaunded to bring all into this 
port of London ,and yet not certaine to vent the 
one moyitie of their Marchandize* For, the Colo. 
zyeszit chey ſtand and proſper,cannot make (o little 
as 490000. weighta yeare; and thele Contrators 
will cake oft onely 200000. Againe, forthe parti- 
cular Adventurers and Planters, there ſhail no man 
be certaine to haue any taken off, ſome onely the 
Contractors particular freinds; which the Contra- 
Ctors having libertic to choole & refuſe what they 
liſt, there is an open gate for all parts of pattiali- 
tic in that kind. The ContraQors and their freinds 
making great quantities. Then for thoſe great quan- 
tities of Tobacco which ſhall be refuſed, whar ſhall 
become of them? They mult be ſent into Twrkey : 
new Marchants muſt be ſought; diſgraced were ol- 
fered them; loſſe by long keeping and ſhrinking, 
double charge by new fraught, that the poore pli- 


tcrand Adventurer were much better to giue it a- 


way in the plantarioe, then here after ſo great charge 
to (ell it for a little or nothing. 

2 Touching the price of ewo ſhillings 4 pence 
for the beſt ſort, and 16. pence for the reſt: it 1s 
to be knowne and conſiijred, that of long time by 
agreement betwcene the Companies and Colonyes, 
the Tobacco in Virginia it ſelle, is valucd at 3 ſhillings 
the pound, and in Summer nds at 2 ſhillings (ixe 
pon: which price they planters there refuſing toa- 

ate, and the Adventurers and Marchants here not 
ab'c to giuc,hath occaſioned the ſelling of wares vn- 
tothem at double and treeble their values, they h a- 
A3 { ving 
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(4) : 
ving their no money, but paying for all in Tobacce- 
Sce then in what ſtate this contract doth place them, 
' Their Tobacco muſt now-beall made into roule, to | 
the greater waſt of the commoditie , and greater- 

charge and labour of the planter aud maker, whereas 
leate Tobacco in Forraine parts doth ſell much better, 
being wadethus,it is all ro be brought tothe port of 
Loxwdon, and fo into the cuſtome houſe,where it muſt 
abide the Contraers pleaſure and leaſure, whar 8 
whoſethey will take, and what and whoſe they will 
leaue : the charge of fraught and ſhrinking, cannor 
be valued art lefle then 4 pence the pound : fo the 
cleere price commeth of the beſt to 2 ſhillings and 
12, pence the reft. Now experience hath ſhewed, 
that in every yeares returnes of Tobacco, there hath 
been ſome ſew Countries that haue. farre exceeded 
the reſt in goodnes, theſe then muſt be taken for To- 
baceoes of the beſt ſort, and paid for at the beſt price, 
and all the reft being aboue 20. times as much in 
quantitic, and notattaining to the goodnes of the 
former, muſt neceſlarily in right and truth be made 
Tobacco ofthe other ſort, and conſequently rated ar 
the lower price, the Contradts ftiftnes refuſing to 
haue more then twoſorts. Inconcluſion the Adven 
turerand planter, can by this contract expect lirtle 
morethen 12. pence the pound for his Tobacco. And 
this at the beft hand, for ſo much as the contracters 
ſhall be pleaſed to take off: for, as for the remaines 
refuſed,which muſt goe into Turkey, it he gets 4. the 
pound, hee may thinke himſelfe well dealt with by 
thoſe that necd to gine no maner then the liſt, And 
for this 12. pence: it ſhall bepaid, one third partin 


hand, 
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hand, and the other two thirds,at 6 and 6 moneths, 


 Andthis on op maine ſubſtance of this corraR, 


it cannot bir be apparent vnto all men of experi- 
ence in the affaircs of the plantations, that the Ad- 
venturers and Planters, ſhall not ſcll cheir Tobacco for 
one halte of thatwhich it rtanderh them in. For as 
for truſting to the hope of that clauſe in the Con- 
tract, thar afrertwo yeares, if their be profit , the 
price ſhall be rayſed to 2. ſhillings and 3. ſhillings, 
that comfort is ſmall, the time being long, the hope 


vncertaine ; and even that price being too little to 


make them ſauers. And thus much touching the par- 
ticular eſtates of the Adventurers and planters wher- 
in they arc to be placed by this new contract. 

3. But now thirdly co come co the generall Plan. 
tations themſelues, andto enter into conſideration, 
whether by verrue of this Contra they are likely to 
ſubſiſt and proſper : Ir is here firſt to be conſidered, 
that the plantations having been founded vnder his 
Maicſties gracious amity, ar the excefſue great char- 
ges of the Adventurers and planters , and ſo conti- 
nued for many yeares, with ſinall or no retribution 
except to ſome few perſons : and the atewprs of 
ſetting vp Staple commodities, as Iron, Silke, wines 
&c. though perſued with great conftancie, carc and 
charge, haue herherro failed by ſundry miſaccidents. 
To thiuke the beſtowiug now of 5000.. pounds a 
yeare vpon the plantations, and thax drawne from 
the-labours, and as it were, from the blood of the 
planters, will raiſe them vp from that great decay, 
into which during the ſpace of thoſe latter two years 

allen - is like to prouea gu | 
an 
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and dangerous error, whereas the only meanes re: 
maining to advance the plantations, was the incou- 
ragerent of the Adventurers thether, eſpecially in 
perſon, with hope of wealth, good government and 
Iuſtice. Experience having ſhewed that aſter the 
publique ſtocke was vtterly exhauſt, and thc Zor#e- 
ries ended, yet*the plantation in Yirginia did cxcee- 
dingly increaſe by the multitude of Families, and 
other patticular perſons, tranſported thether at their 
owne charge, vpon the a forelaid hopes and incou- 
ragements,till the fatall blow of the Maſſacric given 
| thoſe abroad, and the great moleſtations and di\_ 
heartnings of the company and Adventurers hecre 
at home, caſt the Collony into that conlideration 
in which now it languiſheth- But whenſcever it 
ſhall pleaſe his gracious Maicſtie, to reviue and re- 
newe the forwer hopes and incouragements, it will 
no doubt reſtore the former life to the plantation; 
the remaines whereof this contra muſt needes Cx- 
tinguiſh, which is thus to be demonſtrated. The 
onely commoditic for Marchants in both the plan- 
rations : is at this day noother then Tobaces, where- 
by their apparell, tooles, implements, and all other 
neceſlaries ( except victuall) are procured, there are 
at this day in both the Colonies, atthe leaſt 3000. 
perſons, This allowance of 200000. weight to both 
the Plantations, commeth but to 65. pound weight 
of Tobaccothe perſon, which at 12.thepound weight, 
coreth to z, pound 5, ſhillings, out of which all the 
planters in the Sommer lands, and ſuch as are Te- 
nants, or Servants in Yirgmza, pay bale to their 
owners, whether Land-loxds or Maſters : ſo that to 

— * them- 
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themſelues their remaines for ,their maintenance, 
ohly 3 2-ſhillings 6 pence the peece.: The cbarge:of. 
tranſporting a perſon to Yirgimize, cannot be lefſeat 
this day then 20 pounds, which being athing ſoge- 
nerally knowne 5; muſt needes.diſharten all future 
planters fromgoing,and-forcethe preſent Adventu- 
rers rarher-co ſend-tor their ſeruants hone, thee to 
maimeyne themat a parpetuall charge without hope 
of profit. And this hath diuers of them'alrcady 0- 
penly declared,. we conclude-theretore that to- ima- 
ine, that the beſtowing of 5000. pound a.yeare 
vpon the Colonies, and that drawne from the hard 
labours of the poare planters themſelues- will 'vp« 
holditbe plantations,: when they ſhall find chat they 
can beno longet:maſters-of their owne goods, (but 
muſt be forced. ro tranſport them,when they cannot 
ventthem, ro-put them int@theirhands, whoſball 
take and refuſe what themiclues pleaſe,and ſell them 
before wheir Eices; porhaps at > Nobleaipaund;and 
give: ther but 6pence ajcer a-yetnres atteiidance for 
their goods, with the. fraught and all other charges 
and lofles:& this. example allo in Tobaccaingendring 
2 ſeare' of thedike ineaſyrein all other. commodities 
whenfoeuer they ſhould. be: ray{ed. Thatwee ſay as 
befotc in our vnderſtanding to be a very greatecrror, 
and vfrpernicious confequence to horh the plantati- 
bns:No'teſlethen to draw 40 ounces of blod froma 
tender weake Imfane, and then eo inake. hims reſtora- 
tive out of fiue ounces of the ſame blood. -- | ; : » 
' 4. Nowin the latt place, EH. 4-50 conttaFt.1s 
ſo niuch- magnified as tending to: the greatand cey- 
taine good of the plantations, wee will take 4 ligtle 
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paines to make inquirit by way of. reaſons for whoſe 
benefitein truth, ir-bath been ſer on foore. 

By force of this Contra, and by vertue of his 
Maieftics P roclamation, getting inte their handes 
the ſole ſale of all Tobecco tobe expended cither in 
this vertuc , or the kingdome of frelad.: It is notto 
be thought but they will advancethe price (after the 
nature of all Monopolics ) at leaſt toas high-a rate 
as it bath borne in former times, that is to- ® or 9, 
thillings che pound; bur admit they will begin firſt 
witha Noble'a pound, two hundred thouſand No- 
bles commerh vnto ſixtie ſix thouſand, (ix hundred 
ſixtic ſix pounds 13 ſhillings 4. pence. His Maieſties 
rentout of the plantations commetrh vnto 15.thou- 
ſand.pounds :. the planters and the Advcnturers 
partafter the rate of 18. pence the pound, which in 
probabilicicis like ro-be the higheſt medium com- 
meth vato 15000, pounds. So the charge mthe 
whole comming vnto zo000 pound. Theres 36000 
pound, and'one thouſand markes 'remayning to 
themſclues in way of retribution for their paines 8&& 
adventure; and as themſclues ſay to appeaſe all ſuch 
ſtormes as'may ariſc.. To great a proportion tO be 
drawne fromthe plantations, to allowthem ſcarce a 
{1xt part of cheir owne, and to. beſtowe almoſt foure 
fix parts vpon men no better deſcruing.. Inthe for- 
mer Contra, what clamor and camplaint againſt 
25000, pounds to haue ben raiſed for Saleries, and 
all other charges, which cameto little more then 2 
pennie vpon the pound* Whereas thefe men pro- 
feſfe that under 12 pence a pound gotten at leaſt, 
they would not medle with it, and chey hoped for 
FG _ farre 
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farre more. By computation of the former contra 
there was to come 60000 pounds at leaſt, to the be= 
nefite of the plantations; whereof the 4, part is now 
is thought a ſufficient portion, and yet that Con» 
traR was ſaid to be pernitious to the Colonies, and 
this beneficiall . Indeed to doe-equall right vnto 
both, the contra is better then the former, inthat 
it excludeth all forraine Tobacco which'with great 
violence was preſſed vpon the former for the firſt 
two yeares; but this is to be attribued to his Maje- 
ties great grace, giving a favorable care to the ſute 
of the Commons in Parliament, as appeareth' in his 
Majeſties late proclawation. In the debating of the 
former Contract it was alleadged againſt it, by ſuch 
as are now great furtherers of this, that though 
the pre Tobacco were {old at 5 ſhillings the pound 
yet by reaſon of his Maieſties third, they ſhould be 
looſers; and now 16 pence a pound is thought price 
ſufficient. This exceſſiuc gaine of the contraers & 
vndertakers, we conceiue vndoubredly to be athing 
vniuſt, and tending tothe immediate deſtruction of 
the plantations, for whatſoever they get the planter 
looſeth,and where the planter looſeth, the Colery is 
ſo much impoveriſhed ; For whatſocver theplanter 
wakes, that goes all backe to the plantation againe, | 
and what the contraQer gets, itremaineth with him 
to his owne inriching. For, asfor the returning of - 
5000. pounds to the plantations which this heavie 
contra adnexed; Ir is in truth to ſend one hundred 
men thether, and to ſtay thouſands from thence. 
The ſtrenght and proſperitie of the Colony conſi- 
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| | O Additions. ' X 
5. - Some things we areforced toadde touching 
the proceeding; of this Contract, 
..x Fick, whereasphe Adventurers of the S omomer 
Iloxds cemaine ſtill a Compauy, and-ate reſtraincd 
by their Letters Pattents Coe ordering of matters 
of Trade hut in a Quarter Court: This Contract 
hath been ſought ro haue ben concluded, in a meane 
and extraordinary. '\meeting, and no Court at all, 
when tew were preſent, and thoſe few mens (ilence 
alſo eatred as a conſent, not many of them vnder- | 
Ganding ic, and thole that vnderſtood it being ama- 
zed,atſo great Iniuſtice. | | 
2 Secondly, the Yirginia Company being now 
diſcharged, it had been hitthe Colony had been con- 
ſulted about it; and not to diſpote of other mens 
Pony and goods, without their conſcar and know. 
edge. | 
3 Thirdly, the very manner of treating of this 
Contract,hath bred a ſuſpicion of very indire& pro- 
ccedings :. for firſt it hath. been framed ſecretly. and 
in the darke: it hath been publiſhed but by frag - 
ments, and ſome priticipall parts concealed. Some 
of the Commiſſionets $ppeare to be the cheife and 
principall ContraRters ::other ſome, thoughthey do 
not appeare; yetthey arepartners with then: in their 
Trading, are Conraceers, which plainely ſhewes 
that they hauc an intereſt init. And ſo the (ame men 
are the Contriuers and makers of the bargaine for 
ilacmlelues, and buyers and ſellers, of one and the 
lame wares zand take away and ſet the prizes of 0- 
Ther meas goods, ſor their owne inordinate lucre, 
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4; Laſtly, vnder pretence ef doing alchings or- 


W derly, ehey haue made a Coammitie ot chemſelues, 
asin the behalfe of the Colonyes an4 plancers, ro 

x Treate with their fellow Commiſſioners the Con- 

ed raters for ſpeedier payments. | 

rs And moſt of theſes men haue they cnoſen to be : 

& Committies whom the Adventurers ad 

ne plancers hauea longtime complained of 

ll fortheir exorbitant wrongs to one or 

cc boththe plancations. 

r- l- Many other exceptions may be taken, but theſe 

a- ii ſhall ſuffice at this preſent. 
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